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ERROR OF MEASURING ELECTROLYTIC CONDUCTIVITY BY A CELL (JONES TYPE)
DUE TO RADIAL DISPLACEMENT OF ITS PARTS AFTER ASSEMBLING
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Abstract

The article describes the error in measuring the electrolytic conductivity of solutions using a
differential electrolytic cell (with a removable central part), due to inaccurate assembling of its
design. It appears when additional resistance of the test sample is formed after changing the
current path in the solution in the presence of displacements between the parallel longitudinal
axes of the connected parts of the cell. This resistance is similar to the constriction resistance
defined in the theory of fixed electrical contacts. To take it into account when determining the
required error, a parameter (the constriction coefficient) is introduced that characterizes the
degree of constriction of the electric current lines at the joint of two parts of the cell. To evaluate
the components of the error in the conductivity measurement, computer simulation of
electrolytic cells and the finite element method were used. Expressions are obtained for
determining the errors in measuring the electrolytic conductivity of solutions and cell resistance
in the presence of radial displacement of parts of the cell after assembling. Using the finite
element method, the dependences of the constriction coefficients on the radial displacement at
the joints for cell models with different tube diameters are obtained. Also, the errors of
measuring the resistance of cell models of different sizes are calculated. To evaluate the
measurement error of electrolytic conductivity that can occur when using a specific measuring
cell, the proposed expressions and the obtained dependences for the constriction coefficient
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can be used. Studies of cell models have shown that the error due to inaccurate assembling of
differential cells can reach significant values (of the order of 0.01%) in the presence of radial
displacements at the level of tens of um. References 4, figures 4.
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